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firſt Year of the Reign of King James I, Inti- 
tuled, An AF againſt ConjukaTion, Witcu- 
CRAFT, and dealing with evil and wicked 
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CONTAINING, 
Seven CHAPTERS on the following HEADS. 


I. To prove that the Bible 
has been falſely tranſlated in 
thoſe Places which ſpeak of 
Witchcraft. 

II. That the Opinion of Mitcbes, 
has had its Foundation in 
Heathen Fables, 

III. That it hath been im- 

- proved by the Papal Inqui- 
. ſeeking their own 


rivate Gain, as alſo to eſta- 
lich the Uſurped Dominion 
of their Founder. 


IV. That there is no ſuch 
Thing as a Viich in the 
Scriptures, and that there 
is no ſuch Thing as a Hitch 
at all. 

V. An Anſwer to their Argu- 
ments who endeavour to 
prove there are Mitchet. 

VI. How the Opinion of 
Witches came at firſt into 
the World. 

VII. The Concluſion. 
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Nam ut vere loquamur ſuperſtitio fuſa per orbem oppreſſit omni: 
um ferè animos, atque hominum occupavit imbecillitatem. 
| Cic. Lib, 2. de Divinat; 
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I is with great Satisfaction, that every 
Man of good Underſtanding, muſt hear 
of the Bill now depending in Parlia- 
ment to repeal an Act made in the 
Reign of King Fames I, concerning 
WirrtcucrAFT, which, as it before ſtood, was a 
Blot in the Statute Book, and ought to be ex- 
punged. Had this been done ſooner, it had pre- 
vented many poor Wretches from ſuffering great 
Torments and Miſeries, at the Hands of the ſu- 
ere and ignorant Vulgar ; for tho' no one 

as of late Years been executed on this Account, 

et it is in the Memory of Thouſands, that the 
ITCH of Hertford, Fane Wenham, was con- 
demned in the Reign of Queen Anne, and would 
have been executed, if the Judge, who tried her, 
had had no more Senſe than the Jury, who obſti- 
nately perſiſted in their Verdict, tho? twice ſent 

out to conſider better of it, by that wiſe and u 
right Diſpenſer of Juſtice, Sir 7ohn Powe/ ; the 
Evidence againſt this miſerable .old Woman was 
likewiſe poſitive, and two Reverend Gentlemen 
ſwore they had actually ſeen her fly. What is 
there, that ſome Sort - Men will not — 
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But if Men can be thus infatuated, it is danger- 
ous for them to have the Sanction of a Law on 
their Side. 5 

Tux zealous Aﬀettors of Witchraft think it 
no Slander, to charge all thoſe who deny it wich 
Atheiſm: As it the denying of God did neceſ- 
ſarily follow the denying of Witches An Error fo 
groſs, that it does not deſerve a Confutation. 
This I am ſure of, that the Affirmers of Witch- 
craft, may more juſty be accounted Heathens 
than the Deniers of it Atheiſts, as their Opinion 
infers a Plurality of Gods, by attriburing omni- 
potent Effects to more than one. And theſe 
Effects of Witchcraft are fo ridiculouhy abſurd, 
and ſome of them ſo impoſſible for the Devil 
himſelf to compaſs, that it is apparent, they are 
partly founded in miſtaken Interpretation of 
Scripture, partly in the knaviſh and gainful Im- 
poſtures of ſome Men, and partly in the fooliſh 
Creduhty, and frightful or melancholy Fancies of 
others: All which it is hoped will be made ap- 
pear in the following Diſcourſe. | 
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That the Bible has been falſly tranſlated in 
thoſe Places which ſpeak of Witchcraft. 


HAT abſolute and unlimited 
Power with which the Eaſtern 
Nations were always governed, re- 
quired not only the Force of Arms, 
but the Craft alſo and Tricks of 
Superſtition to uphold 'it : Nor 
indeed were ſtanding Armies of greater Uſe 
to the oriental Monarchs, for keeping their 
People in Awe, than 1 0 were and m— 
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* 
and the various Impoſtures uſed by them; ſo 
various that to enumerate every particular Way of 
Deluſion practiced by the 1 Prieſts of 
Old, would be a very difficult Task to perform. 
Wherefore as it belongs to my preſent Purpoſe 
and Deſign, to treat ot them only ſo far as they 
comprehend all that Notion of a Witch, which 
may be found in Scripture : I ſhall, in order 
thereto reduce them to theſe four general Heads 
of Juggling, Inchanting, Conjuring, and Di- 
vining. | | 1 | 
JuccLrters were ſuch as performed ſtrange 
Things in the Sight of the Common People, to 
their Admiration and Aſtoniſnment. This they 
did either by Legerdemain, that is, Slight of 
Hand; or elſe by Magic, that is, Skill in Natural 
 Phileſephy ; or laſtly, by a Familiar, that is, a 
confederated Perſon privy to the Plot, and Af- 
ſiſtant to the Performance. : | 
INcHANTERS were ſuch as with Charms or 
certain Compoſures, and ſet Forms of Words, 
pretended by .Virtue thereof to bleſs and to 
curſe, to do good and to do hurt to the Per- 
ſons for whom thoſe Charms were made. Now 
theſe two Sorts of Impoſtors may not impro- 
perly be called, the counterfeit Miracle Mongers 
of the Heathens, as the other two that follow 
may juſtly be called their falſe Prophets. 
CoxjuR ERS, or CoNnJEcTuURERS (Which is 
their right Name) fo called from their gueſſing 
at the future Event of Things, made Uſe of 
Rules drawn from their own or other Mens Ob- 
ſervations, about the Stars, about the Fowls of 
the Air, about the Entrails of ſacriſiced Beaſts, 
and about many other Things needleſs here to 
be reckoned up, | . 


DiviNERS, 


1 
DrvrNERS, whom 1 here call fo by Way of 
Eminence and of Diſtinction, from Onjecturers, 
(not ignorant that divining, taken in a general 
Senſe, comprehends conjecturing alſo;) Diviners, 
I fay, pretended to a higher and more infallible 
Kind of Propheſy, receiving forſooth, their Re- 
velations from ſome Divinity or other; either 
from a God, or from a Dzmon, or from the Spi- 
rit of a Man departed. 


Tuus did the Heathen Prieſts with ſubtile 


and fly Inventions, magnify the Power of their 
Idol Gods, and ſeduce the fooliſh People to 
Idolatry. Wherefore theſe Impoſtures were ſo 
hateful in the Sight of God, that the Vraelites 
are often, in the Moſaical Law, forewarned from 
them, as being thoſe very Abominations, for 
which the Lord did caft their Enemies out of the 
Land which they were to inherit : But above all 
Places the 18th Chapter of Denteronomy is moſt 
remarkable, I mean the gth, 1oth, 11th and 
12th Verſes of that Chapter, which, in our Eng- 
1% Tranſlation runs thus: 

When thou art come into the Land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, thou ſhalt not learn 
to do after the Abomination of thoſe Nations. 

There ſhall not be found among you any one 


that maketh his Son or his Daughter to paſs 


through the Fire, or that uſeth Divinations, or 
an Obſerver of Times, or an Inchanter, or a 
Witch. | 

Or a Charmer, or a Conſulter with familiar 
Spirits, or a Wizard, or a Necromancer. 

For all that do theſe Things are an Abomina- 
tion unto the Lord; and becauſe of theſe Abo- 
minations, the Lord thy God ſhall drive them 
out from before thee, | 


OY, Now 


- 4 


ID 2 _ 8 —— — 0 =_ * 8 — — * ny 1 

— ne. . r D 2g — —— — . FOES Ic 5 xoqs 36.0 De: a (FTI ws FT — — 5 
5 — * 2 LDL — - —_—_— xc _ 7. 2 —— 22 _ — 8 a — an i 
oy Or 5 2 1 3 538 * Ls CREED — 2 3 

. 8 Z So r GM: 5 - 2 8 * v 5 l * 8 A 3 
22 & 2 - x * — 3 —— 4 4% ay OF. ay x - : 2 5 * - . X. * a. . 
Ex . i. 7 2 $4 - i- 2 3 - by wx» 8 5 7 2 2 = 22 — * S 122 a 8 + £3 

os * vr — * , 82 - - 4 5 4 - 
- wy 
g * 4 


2 
= 
2 


er 
* 


r - 
* 2 22 — —— 
By r 2 7 Au "8" 7 * * 
——— W 2 


— 
— 


= a — 
3 
a o „ 


r 
2. IRE a 
£ : , 


5 
68) 
Now this Place in Deuteronomy is therefore 
carefully to be conſidered as to my preſent Pur- 
poſe, ſince there is not a Word in the Bible im- 
porting Witchcraft, in any other Senſe than the 
Words of the 1oth and 11th Verſes do: Where- 


fore it we conſider Things right, Witchcraft is 
not to be found in Scripture, this being the 


true Tranſlation of thoſe two Verſes. 

Let there not be found among you any one that 
 mnaketh his Son or his Daughter paſs through 
the Fire, or that uſeth Divinations, or a Star- 
gazer, or a Conjecturer, or a Miracle Monger. 

Or an Inchanter, or a Secker of an Oracle, or 
a Wizard, or a Necromancer. 

Here are to be ſeen three notorious Miſtakes 
of our Ezg/iſþ Tranſlators. The firſt is their 
calling a Onjecturer an Inchanter, for what Rea- 
ſon I cannot imagine, there being not the leaſt 
Hint of ſuch a Signification in the Hebrew Word 
Wyo, far better was it rendered in the old 
Tranſlation, a Regarder of the flying of Fowls, 
for that is Truth; the Flight of Fowls being bur 
one Way of many, which Conjecturers made Uſe 
of, whereas on the contrary to call a ConjetFu- 
rer an Inchanter has no Manner of Agreement 
with, but is quite oppoſite tothe Meaning of the 
Original: An Inchanter being the ſame with a 
Charmer, which follows in the next Verſe, and 
is in the Hebrew Y, a Word derived from 
to ſpeak, pronounce or declare, and not 
from the fame Word as it: ſignifies to join to, or 
be in League with, from whence ſome have ima- 
gined, that an Inc hanter is one who has a League 
with the Devil. 

Tux ſecond Miſtake of our Tranſlators is, 
their calling a Miracle-MMonger a Witch. The 
Hebrem Word is Mad which the Septuagint _ 
8 2 ers 
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(9) 


ders by the Greek Word $2guar@r, meaning an 
Impoſtor, not a Poiſoner; for it is ridiculous to 
think, that Pharaoh's Magicians, Jezabel the 
Queen, and King MHanaſſes, did exerciſe the. 
Art of Poiſoning. Thus in the 18th Chapter of 
the Reveſations 23d Verſe: The Word ge, 
is neither taken for Witchcraft, nor Poiſons, but 
for Impoſtures; tho* our Tranſlators have ren-. 
der'd it Witchcraft. Now theſe Mrracle-Mon- 
gers, or Juggling Workers of counterfeit Miracles, 
are therefore fo ſeverely prohibited in that Law 
of Moſes, becauſe they acted ſtrange Things in 
the Sight of the People, to confirm them 1n falſe 


- Religions. Hence it is, that in the Old Teſta- 


ment, where mention is made of Idolatry, you 
ſhall frequently meet with Miracle- Mongers, and 
Soothſayers coupled together; for the Prieſts of 
an Idol would commonly advance its Reputation, 
by counterfeiting the Gifts of Prophe/y;ng, and 
working Miracles pretended to be received from 
that God, to whoſe Honour the Idol was erected. 
Let not any one think, that for the Performance 
of theſe counterfeit Miracles, they ſtood in Need 
of the Devil's Aſſiſtance; no, what they did 
either exceeded not the Compaſs of human Art, 
altho* miraculous in the Eyes of the Vulgar, or 
clſe they did not really perform what they ſeemed 
to do, by a meer juggling Impoſture. Such Kind 
of Jugglers were thoſe that ſtood before Pharaoh 
in Oppoſition to Moſes and Aaron. For whoſo- 
ever believes that Pharaoh's Magi ians could 
by the Help of Devils turn in an Inſtant a Stick 
into a Serpent, aſcribes unto the Devil an omni- 
potent creating Power, equal to his who did but 
ſay, let ſuch a Thing be, and it was fo. St. 
Auguſtine, I confeſs ſeems to endeavour the evad- 


ing this Objection by laying down for a Maxim, 


That 


610 
That in the Elements the Seeds of all Bodies lie 
ſecretly hid, which, when they meet with con- 
venient Opportunities, put themſelves forth, and 
riſe to the juſt Bounds and Figures, due to their 
reſpective Species. From whence he infers, that 
the Devil in turning the Magicians Rods into 
Serpents, did not create thoſe Serpents, becauſe 
he produced them out of their Seeds: But by St. 
Auſtine's, good Leave, tho' I ſhould grant him 
that the Seed of a Serpent is in a Stick, yet 1 
would never grant, that the Magicians could ſo 
ſuddenly bring. forth this Seed into Action for 
the Production of a Serpent. It is true, that 
Men by their well ordering the Seeds of Plants, 
may accelerate the Generation of ſuch Plants, 
and the ripening of their Fruits. They may alſo 
by putting Eggs into Camels Dung, procure 
the Generation of Chickens. Wherefore it is 
probable, that Devils being more skilful 
than Men, may ſtrangely promote the Genera- 
tion of ſeveral Creatures, beyond any human 
Art: But yet neither Men nor Devils, in regard 
they act theſe Things by the Application of 
| Matter to Matter, can produce any Creature out 
of its Seed, without a conſiderable Space of Time. 
No, they muſt attend the Laws of Matter, and 
wait upon Dame Nature's Leiſure, there being 
many ſucceſſive Alterations required in Seed, 
before 1t can come to be the Embryo of a Crea- 
ture, and many alſo muſt afterwards follow, be- 
fore that Embryo can arrive at a perfect Shape. 
Now many perceiving how Difficult it is to at- 
firm, that the Magicians Staffs were turned into 
Serpents; they affirm, that it was not really done, 
but ſeemingly ſo, by a deluſi ve juggling Trick 
of the Devil, who might convey the Staffs away, 
and ſlip Serpents in their Place. To theſe : an- 
wer, 


6110 
ſwer, that if once they recede from the Letter 
of the Text, and ſay it was a Juggle of the De- 


vil, I may as well ſay, it was a Juggle merely of 
the Magicians themſelves, who did it by their 


fly and ſecret Tricks, as the Hebrew Word 
= ſignifies, which our Tranſlators have 
rendered, by their Inchantments. Nor let any 
one wonder, that the Scripture ſhould fay, the 
Magicians Stafts were turned into Serpents, in 
regard the Scripture ſpeaks only according to the 
deceived Apprehenſion of the Standers by. Juſt 
ſo, in the Caſe of Samuel raiſed by the Witch of 
Endor, it ſpeaks according to the deceived Ap- 
prehenſions of Sa and his Followers; for neither 
that Woman, nor all the Devils in Hell could 
raiſe Samuel, who had been dead and buried al- 
moſt two Years. As for thoſe who fancy, that 
God did then raiſe Samuel; it is a very likely 
Thing indeed, that God ſhould refuſe to anſwer 
Saul, when he conſulted him in Ways appointed 
by himſelf, and yet ſhould Anſwer him when he 
conſulted in a forbidden Way. Beſides, if Samuel 
had been raiſed by God, no doubt he would never 
have ſaid unto Saul. Why haſt thou diſquieted me ? 
For it would have been no diſquiet nor trouble to 
him, to come upon God's Errand. Some there 
are, who will needs have it to be the Devil in 
the likeneſs of Samuel, becauſe Saul's Death was 
foretold. To this I anſwer, that it was the Wo- 
man herſelf, or a Perſon confederated with her, 
who ſpoke it at a Venture, knowing that Saul 
was going to fight: But as for the Certainty of 


his Death, it could not have been foretold by 


the Devil himſelf. 
Tu third Error of our Tranſlators is, their 


miſtaking a Conſulter with Oracles or falſe Pro- 


phets, for a Conſulter of familiar Spirits : 'The 
| 5 | Hebrew 
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Hebrew Words are Kt m, which Word 05 
ſignifies in Scripture, ſometimes the Gift of Ora- 
cling, and ſometimes the Perſon who has ſuch 
Gift. Ir ſignifies alſo a Bottle or hollow Veſſel, 
and from this Signification, I ſuppoſe the other 
came; for it is certain that Oraclers, when they 
pronounced their Orazles, did uſe to counterfeit 
ſtrange Kinds of Voices, that they might ſeem 
not to be human. To this Purpoſe it is not un- 
likely, that they made uſe of a Bottle, or Trunk, 
or ſome other hollow Veſſel, which they ſpoke 
through, whereby their Voices muſt needs be 
very much altered, eſpecially it they were in a 
Cave or Room under Ground, when they made 
Anſwers to Enquiries. Theſe Sorts of cheating 
Tricks are plainly alluded to by the Propher 
1/aiah, in theſe Words; And thy Voice ſhall be as of 
an Oracler out of the Earth, and thy Speech ſhall 
peep out of the Duſt. Here I ſuppoſe, the Pro- 
phet chiefly alludes to the Necromantic Oracler, 
or one who pretended to conſult with the Dead: 
Who himſelf or his Confederate, did therefore 
counterfeit a Voice like the pieping of a Chicken, 
that it might the more plauſibly ſeem to be the 
ſmall Voce of a poor departed Ghoſt. This 
will appear more plainly, it we conſider the 19th 
Verſe of the eighth Chapter of J/aiah, according 
to the Tranſlation of Junius and Termelins, our 
own being hardly Senſe : The Words are theſe, 
For when they ſay unto you, ask Counſel of Ora- 
clers and Soot hſayers, who peep and mutter; 

uld not a People ask Counſel of their God © 
ſhould they ask Counſel of the Dead for the Liv- - 
ing? Now as the Oraclers, when they pretended 
to receive Anſwers from the Dead, would piep 
like Chickens, fo when they delivered the Mind 


of a God, or a Dæmon, they e other 
| | ones, 


N 

Tones. In which Way of Counterfeiting ſome 
were ſuch excellent Artiſts, that they ſtood in 
Need of no Inſtrument to help them; but could 


ſpeak with their Mouths ſhut, and their Voice 


would ſeem to come out of their Bellies, as if they 
had been really poſſeſs d witha talking Devil: There 
was a Fellow not long ſince in London, a Black- 
ſmith, who had this Art to great Perfection, and 
could not only make the Voice ſeem to come out 


of his Belly, but from Places at a Diſtance from 


where he ſtood. Theſe Impoſtors by the Greeks 
were called Engaftrimuthians, and alſo Eury- 
cleans, from one Eurycles, a famous Impoſtor of 
this Kind. And, as Plutarch teſtifies, theſe 
Engaſtrimuthians, or Eurycleaus, were antiently 
called Pythons: Now Hobo, and Ivdys Hub- 
in Greek renders exactly the Hebrew Ob. Thus 
it we take Ob for an Oracler, and the Spirit of 
Oracling, we may very commodiouſly with Ja- 
nius and Tremelius, tranſlate that Paſſage in the 
Chronicles concerning Manaſſes, where it is ſaid 
of him, MWy , he made or ſet up an Oracle, 


that is, he ordained or appointed Oracles. For 


the Word Gnaſhah, ſignifies to make or finiſh. 
Wheretore becauſe it would be ridiculous to ſay, 
that Manaſſes made familiar Spirits; our Tranſ- 
lators have altered the true Signification of G 
hah, and. tranſlate it, tho* erroneouſly, as if it 
ſignified to deal with, affirming that Manaſſes 
dealt with familiar Spirits. But whoſoever ſeri- 
ouſly views and conſiders that Place, he will find 
it a mere Deſcription of Idolatry, where there is 
Mention of high Places and Groves, and of Al- 
tars dedicated not only to Baal, but to the whole 
Hoſt of Heaven, as alſo of the ſetting up a carved 
Image in the very Houſe of God. Wherefore 
it was ſuitable to 1 alſo that Crew of Men, 


who- 


18 
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who were ſet apart by Manaſſes, to officiate in 
this idolatrous Worſhip, ſuch as were various 
Sorts of Oraclers, and Miracle-Mongers e But how 
Wrrcurs ſhould come in here I cannot tell, nor 
how Devils, unleſs it is thought Devils made 
Anſwers at the Heathen Oracles ; but from that 
I muſt beg Leave to diſſent, and believe it has 
been ſufficiently proved, that they were nothing 
but the Impoſtures of Men, on this Subject ſee 
a very learned and ingenious Paper now publiſhed 
called the Weekly Oracle, Ne 1. Demoſthenes, 
did wiſely obſerve in his Days, -that the De/phian 
Oracle did #:i77iter, fo I am confident if H iſto- 
ry be true, that the Hammonean did *AxeZarde// ev, . 
and all the reſt of the cheating Pack did, one 
Way or other, Ab v. 


— "IS — - 


CHAP. I. 


| That the Opinion of WIT CRHEs has had its 
Foundation in Heathen Fables. 


HUS have I made it appear how falſe 
Prophets and Workers of counterfeit Mi- 
racles have been miſtaken by our Tranſlators 
of the Bible for WiTtcurs and Dealers with fa- 
miliar Spirits; a Miſtake ſo groſs, that it ob- 
ſcures many Things in the Law of Moſes, as alſo 
in the Prophets, where there are ſcveral Places di- 
rectly intended againſt the Heathen Religion, 
eſpecially that of the Egyptians. Now ſuch was 
the vain Credulity of Men, that they did not on- 
ly believe theſe Things were rcal which the 
Prieſts did counterfeit, but they alſo aſcribed to 
private 


(15) 
private Perſons a Power equal to that of the 
Prieſts, or rather beyond it: For not only Men, 
but Women, eſpecially old Women have been 
famous for propheſying of Things to come, 
whence they were called Sagæ, as alſo for won- 
derful and miraculous Exploits, whence they 
were called Lamiæ or Vene/ice. They were 
called Lamie chiefly from their Exploits upon 
lirtle Children. For, it ſeems, according to the 
Fable, there was one Lamia, a beautiful Woman 
in Zybia, whom Jupiter fell in love with, but 
jealous Juno took her Children which ſhe had 
by Jupiter and killed them, wheretore the, out 
of mere Spite, being grieved at the killing of 
her own Children, uſed to kill the Children of 
other Women. They were called Venefice, be- 
cauſe they were wont to make Uſe of Herbs, 
which they ſuppoſed had ſtrange Kind of Vir- 
tues in them ; for with Herbs or Charms they 
always acted. 


Num te carminibus, num te pallentibus herbis, 
Devovit tacito tempore noctius anus? 


Strange it is to conſider how far the Folly of 
Men has proceeded in their Belief concerning 
the Actions both of Male and Female Witches - 
As if they had Power to transform Men and Wo- 
men into Beaſts; as if they could deſtroy the 
Fruits of the Earth, and the Fruit of the Womb, 
at their Pleaſure ; as if they could raiſe Winds 
and Tempeſts, or allay them, enable or diſable 
in Matters venereal ; in a Word, as if they could 
enſlave Nature herſelf, and make the Univerſe 
| obey the Commands. Examples of this prodi- 
gious Power are ſcattered up and down the Ro- 
man Poets, I ſhall quote 1 * few of them on 
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of Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Tibullus, Propertius, 
Lucan. | 


Has Herbas, atq; hæc ponto mihi lecta venena, 
Ipſe dedit mæris, naſcuntur plurima ponto. 
His ego ſæpe lupum fieri, & ſe condere ſylvis 
Marim, ſæpe animas imis excire ſepulchris, 
Atq; ſatas aliò vidi traducere meſſes. 

; Virg. Eclo. 6. 


nos hominumex facie, Dea ſæva potentibus herbis 
Induerat Circe, in vultus ac terga ferarum. 
| Virg. lib. 6. Aneid, 
Neſcio quis teneros oculus mihi faſcinat. 


Quæ moyere cereas imagines, 

Ut ipſe noſti curioſus ; & polo 

Deripere lunam vocibus poſſum meis, 

Poſſum crematos excitare mortuos, 

Deſideriq; temperare poculum. 
| | Horat. ode ult, 


Illa reluctantem curſu deducere lunam 
Nititur, & tenebris abdere ſolis equos. 
Illa refrænat aquas, obliquaq; fulmina ſiſtit, 

Illa loco ſylvas vivaq; ſaxa movet: 
Per tumulos errat, ſparſis diſtincta capillis, 
Certaq; de tepidis colligit ofla rogis. 
Devovet abſentes ſimul achraq; cerea figit, 
Et miſerum tennes in jecur urget acus. 


Ovid Epiſ. Hppfip. 


— — — Concuſſaq; ſiſto, 
Stantia concutio cantu freta, nubila pello, 
Nubilaq; induco, ventos abigoq; vocoq; 
| reel DOD!via lib. 7. Metamor. 


Num 


_———— 


( 17 ) 


Num mea Theſſalico languent devota veveno 
Corpora num miſero carmen & herba nocent, 
Sagave punice a defixit nomina cera 
Et medium tenues in jecur urget acus 
Carmine læſa ceres ſterilem vaneſcit in herbam 
Deficiunt læſi Carmine fontis aquæ; | 
Ilicibus glandes cantataq; vitibus uva, 
Decidit & nullo poma movente fluunt, 
Quid vetat & nervas magicas torpere per artes, 
Forſitan impatiens fit latus inde meum. 
Ovid 3. Amor, Eleg. 6, 


Cum libet hæc triſti depellit nubila cœlo, 
Cum libet æſtivo provocat orbe nives. 
Tibul. lib. 1. Eleg. 8. 


Quid credam? Hæc eadem noſtros ſe dixit amores, 
Cantibus aut herbis ſolvere poſſe meos. 
Tibul. lib. 1. Eleg. 8. 


Invidiz fuimus? num nos Deus obruit ? an quæ 
Loecta Promethæis dividit herba jugis ? | 
| Propert, lib. 1. Eleg. 12. 


Ceſſavere vices rerum, dilataq; longa 
Heæſit nocte dies, legi non paruit Æther; 
Torpuit & præceps, audito carmine mundus, 
Axibus & rapidis impulſos Jupiter urgens 
Miratur non ire polos; Tunc omnia complent 
Imbribus & calido producunt nubila Phœbo 
Et tonat ignaro Calum Jove. Lucan. lib. 6. 


Txrtst and many more Inftances of the like 


Kind might be produced out of the Heathen 


Poets, ſufficient to teſtify the Folly of the vulgar 
Heathens, in their Belief concerning the Power 
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of Wrrenes. As for the Opinions concerning 
Tncubi and Succubi Devils, J ſuppoſe it had its 
Riſe from the Fable of the antient Heroes, who, 
as Socrates in Plato's Cratylus affirms, were be- 
gotten from the Conjunction of Deities with hu- 
man Creatures; Thich Kind of Con junction who- 
ſoever believes, his Opinion is baſe and ſorttiſh, 
and fit only to be a Cloak for the Adulteries of 
the Heathen Prieſts, who often lay with other 
Mens Wives, pretending that the Gods had 
vouchſated them the Honour of their Company. 
Very remarkable to this Purpoſe, is the Story of 
 Tyrannus, a Prieſt of Saturn, who, under this 
Pretence, made Uſe of many a Man's Wife, till 
at laſt, one more wiſe than the reſt, diſcovered 
the Cheat. In like Manner Mundus, a Gentle- 
man of Rome, by the Help of the Prieſts belong- 
ing to the Temple of %s, enjoyed his Pleaſure 
on Paulina, a Roman Lady, who miſtook him for 
the God Anubis. 
NEVERTHELESs, let no one think that the in- 
enlous Poets did themſelves, or any other of the 
wiſer Sort of Heathens, believe ſuch ridiculous 
and abſurd Fopperies ; for, on the contrary, 
when they ſpeak their own Minds, and not ac- 
cording to the Fable, or vulgar Opinion, they 
laugh theſe Abſurdities to Scorn : Thus Pro- 
piertius derides them. | 


At vos deductz quibus eſt fallacia lunæ, 
Et labor in magicis ſacra piare focis; 
Enagedum dominæ mentem convertite noſtræ 

Et facite illa meo palleat ore magis: 
Tunc ego crediderim vobis, & ſydera & amnes 
Poſſe Cytæmis ducere carminibus. 
| En Propert. lib. 1. Eleg. 


| Ovid 


(19) 


Ovid alſo is of the ſame Mind, and gives no Cre- 
dit to theſe Cheats. : | 


Nec vos graminibus nec miſto credite ſucco, 
Nec tentate nocens virus amantis equæ; 
Nec media marſis finduntur cantibus angues, 
Nec redit in fontes unda ſupina ſuos ; 
Et quamvis aliquis Temeſæa removerit æra, 
Nunquam Luna ſuis excutietur equis. 


Ovid de Mediam ſacrei. 


Fallitur æmonias ſi quis decurrit ad artes, 
Datq; quod a teneri fronte revellit equi, 
Non facient ut vivat amor Medeides herbe, 
Mixtaq; cum magicis merſa venena ſonis. 
Ovid lib. 2. de Arte Amand. 


Quid te Phaſiacæ juverunt gramina terræ 
Cum cupere patria Colchi manere Domo? 

Quid tibi profuerint Circe Perſeides herbæ 

Cum tibi Neritias abſtulit aura rates. 
Ovid lib. i. de. Remed. amor. 


Ergo quiſquis opem noſtra tibi poſcis ab arte, A 
Deme veneficus carminibus fidem. Ibid, 


But Horace excellently, and like .himſelf, lays it 


down as a Mark or Sign of one's Proficiency in 
moral Philoſophy, if he had learned to deſpiſe 
and laugh at theſe Kind of Fables: 1 
Somnia, terroreg magicos, miracula, ſagas, 
Nocturnos Lemures, portentaq; Theſlala rides? 
Hor. Epiſt. ult. 
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I like Manner Seneca reproving the credu- 
vous Simplicity of elder Times, ſhews what Opi- 
nion he himſelf was of: And I might inſtance 
in other of the Antients, as in Hippocrates and 
Tadian, the one deriding the other, ſeriouſly diſ- 
puting againſt magic Cheats : But I ſhall con- 
conclude with the Judgment of Nero the Empe- 
ror, who had Wit enough, who had Men, Books, 
Money, I had almoſt faid the World at his 
Command, ſo that he could want no Helps 
to promote his Deſires. This Vere, ambitious 
of being Chief in every Thing, eſpecially deſi- 
ring to command the Gods as well as Men, did, 
in order thereto, eagerly apply himſelf to the 
Study of Magic, which, after his utmoſt Endea- 
vours, he forſook and deſpiſed, finding it to 
be vain, and to promiſe that which it cannot 
perform. 


_ þ _ — * * a. —_ . * wum RIP * * 1 „6 


CHAP. II. 


Tbar it bath been improved by the Papal 
Inquiſitors, ſeeking their own private 
Gain, as alſo to eſtabliſh the uſurped Do- 


minion of their Founder, 


TOW any one would think that theſe 
Kind of Heatheniſh Fables and Follies, 
although they took Root in the Minds of the 
Chriſtian Vulgar, ſhould never have been aſſent- 
ed to by thoſe who account themſelves Rabbi's 
and Doctors of the People; yer, I am aſſured, 
that there is hardly any Thing which I have 
quoted out of the Poets that has not _ 5 
8 Clare 


(219 
clared true by the Inquiſition, and by Canon 
Law: As any one may ſee, who will take the 
Pains to conſult ſeveral Popiſh Writings ; ſuch 
as the Bull of Pope Iunocent the Eight, directed 
to the Inquiſitors of Almaine, the Malleus Male- 
ficarum of Facobus Sprengerus, the Formicarium 
of Fohannes Niderius, as alſo Bartholomæus 
Spineus de Strigibus, Paulus Grillandus de Sor= 
tilegiis, and, to mention no more, Martin Del- 
rio the Jeſuit's Diſquiſitiones Magice, who has 
written largely on this Subject. 

Nor have they been content to aſſert the Fa- 
bles of the Heathens only, without the Addition 


of many more of their /n; for they confidently _ 


aſſert, chat WIT HES make a Contract with the 
Devil, wherein they renounce their Baptiſm,” and 
the. Chriſtian Faith ; as alſo that they engage to 
flight and deſpiſe the Virgin Mary, to trample 
upon the Sign of the Croſs, Images, and Reliques 
ot Saints, Holy Water, Salt, Wax-Candles, and 
other Things, which theſe Men eſteemed hal- 
lowed 1n their Church ; to undervalue what they 
call the ſeven Sacraments, and particularly not 
to adore the conſecrated Hoſt. They alſo en- 
gage to be ready, as they tell us, at all Times to 
make their Appearance at the ſolemn Conven- 
ticles of Witches, where they Dance and Feaſt, 


and adore the Devil, who is preſent among them. 
Which mad Kind of Revelling, no doubt, as 


Cardan has well obſerved, is grounded on the 
antient Heathen Orgia. To theſe Conventicles 
the Witches are ſaid to come from far diſtant 
Countries, being carried thro' the Air, for which 
ſtrange Paſlage, they prepare their Bodies - with 
I know not what Kind of Ointment ; but I ſup- 
poſe it to be made of the ſame Ingredients, as 
that was, which turned Lucian into an Ass. 


Nor 


(22) 
Nor muſt we doubt the Truth of theſe Things, 
which the holy Inquiſition has in ſeveral Countries 
at ſeveral Trials of Witches found to be true, as 
well from the Teſtimony of Witneſles, as alſo 
from the ſelf Confeſſion of Delinquents. 
Nou becauſe the Inquiſitors of heretical Pra- 
vity, for ſo they are ſtiled, have been pleaſed to 
ſend theſe Things into the World, it may not be 
amiſs, nor beſide our preſent Purpoſe, to en- 
quire into the Inquititors themſelves. The firſt 
Time that I can learn any Account of them in 
Hiſtory, is in the Days of Maximus, who con- 
tended with Zhecdoſus for the Empire: Tho? 
I conteſs an Inquiſition was then only intended, 
not brought to effect. This Maximus was the 
firſt who put Heretics to Death, namely Priſcilian 
and his Partners, by the Perſuaſion ot one Itha- 
cius, and it it had not been for St. Martin, he 
would have ſent Tribuncs into Spain, with 
Power to enquire or ſearch for Heretics, and 
to take away their Lives and Goods. In Proceſs 
of Time, Charlemain, who was crowned Em- 
peror in the eight hundredth Year after Chriſt, 
did by his Laws or. Capitulars, declare the Bi- 
thop of Rome to be the Head of the Church. 
Theſe Laws were therefore called Capitular, be- 
cauſe they were little .Heads or Chapters ex- 
tracted out of the antient Fathers and Councils: 
Nevertheleſs all thoſe Capitulars, which con- 
cerned the Roman Supremacy, were extracted out 
of counterfeit Authors, That cheat being put upon 
him by the Biſhops of Mentæ. About three hun- 
dred Years afterwards, in the Year 1122, the 
Emperor Heury V. was forced to reſign his Power 
ot Electing and inveſted Biſhops, with the Staff 
and Ring into the Hands of the Church; of 
which the Roman Biſhop,” being their publickly 
| = — acknow- 
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acknowledged and declared Head, did by this 
| Means obtain a greater Empire and Power, than 
ever the Roman Cz/ars had, This being per- 
ceived by the German Emperors, there was al- 
moſt perpetually War and Contention between 
them and the Biſhops of Rome ; but eſpecially 
Frederick II. who flouriſhed in the beginning of 
the 13th. Century, ſpent moſt of his Reign, and 
his utmoſt Endeavours, to take down the Church 
from over-topping the Empire: Nevertheleſs, it 
was in his Reign, that the Roman Biſhops did 
notably provide, for the Security of their exor- 
bitant Power. Then it was, that Frederick II, 
when he was at Padua, made thoſe unhappy 
Laws, whereby Heretics, as they were called, 
were liable to the Puniſhment of Death ; of which 
Laws the Popes made very great Advantages. 
Then it was, that Gregory IX. advanced the Au- 
thority of Canon, or Pontifical Law, by compo- 
ſing the Decretals, with the Help of his Chap- 
lain Raymund. Laſtly, Then it was, that the 
Order of Dominican and Franci/can Fryars were 
tounded, to whom was committed the Inquiſition 
after Heretics. 

Now theſe Monks at their firſt ſetting up 
for Inqui/ttors, as Father Paul has obſerved, in 
his Hiſtory of the Iaquiſition, had no Tribunal 
or Court of their own, but did only preach, and 
ſtir up Princes and People, engaging. them into 
Cruſadoes againſt Heretics, by ſewing a Piece of 
red Cloth, in the Form of a Croſs, upon their 
Garments : But Innocent the IVth, who began 
his Pontificate about the latter End of Frederick 


the Second's Reign, obſerving the notable Zeal of 


theſe Fryars, thought good to erect a Tribunal for 
them, that ſo they themſelves might proceed to 
the Trial of Heretics. To bring this about, he 


2 had 


(24) 
had a fair Opportunity upon the Death of Frede- 
rick, by Rcafon of the Vacancy that then hap- 
pened in the Empire for many Years. For now 
having no Emperor to control him in [taly, he 
took the Confidence to impoſe the Ingqui/ition 
upon three ſeveral Provinces, viz. Lombardia, 
Romaniela and Marchia Terviſina. There are 
extant ſeveral Bulls written by Innocent IV, to 
the Magiſtrates of thoſe Countries : One where 
he ſets down the forementioned Laws of Frede- 
ric againit Heretics Word for Word, and com- 
mands them to be ſtriftly obſerved : Nor can I 
blame him, for holding his Eccleſiaſtical Empire, 
upon no other Title than the Pretence of Reli- 
gion. To be a Heretic muſt needs be the ſame 
Thing to him, and his Succeſſors, as to be a Trai- 
tor is to "Temporal Princes. There is another 
Bull of his, wherein he enjoins the Magiſtrates 
of the aforeſaid Countries to obſerve ſeveral Ar- 
ticles or Conſtitutions relating to the Inquiſition; 
in which Articles, among other Things, he or- 
dains, that the Inquiſitors ſhall have their Charges 
defrayed cut of the Goods of the Perſons con- 
demned ; and this Way of ſatisfying the Inqui- 
ſitors, he ordains in another peculiar Bull for that 
Purpoſe. Hence it came to paſs, that when the 
Tagui/ition had got footing in many Kingdoms 
and Countries, an incredible Number of People 
were frequently tormented and burnt for the 
Crime of WiTcncrarT; which they had fo 
twiſted with Hereſy, or the Denial of pontifical 
Authority, that in ſeeking out itches, in tor- 
menting and putting them to Death, they did at 
once gratify, as well the Ambition and uſurped 
Power of their Lord the Pope, and their own in- 
ſatiable Covetouſneſs, and Thirſt after other 
Mens Goods. In the Year 1518, the Inguiſitors 

| put 
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put to Death a great many Inchanters, whom 
they had found out, as they pretended, in the 
Venetian Territories: Where ſuch was the Ex 
tortion and Covetouſneſs 1n their Proceedings, 
that the Country roſe up againſt them, and the 
Council afterwards at Venice, was fain to ſend 
for theſe Inquiſitors to enquire into their Proceed- 
ings ; yet do what they could, the enraged Peo- 

le were hardly to be appeaſed. In the fame 
Fear, I ſuppoſe it was, that upon the like Occa- 
ſion of the Countries riſing againſt an Inquiſitor, 
and carrying him to the Biſhop, Alciat, a famous 
civil Lawyer, gave his ingenious Anſwer to the 
Biſhop, who asked his Advice therein, as may 
be ſeen in Alciat's Parerga, where he hand- 
ſomely deſcribes the vain and monſtrous Credu- 
lity of ſome Divines, in this Queſtion of WrTcu- 
CRAFT. Nic holaus Remigius, a Lorrain Jadge, 
confeſſes, that in the Time of his Judicature, in 
the ſpace of ſixteen Years, there were about 


eight hundred Witches put to Death, beſides as 
many more that eſcaped, either by timely run- 


ning away, or by a conſtant enduring the Tor- 
ture. In a Word, after the founding the Domi- 
nican and Franciſcan Fryars, and the ſetting up 
an Office of Iaguiſition, the World grew fo full 


of Devils and Witches, that I am prone to aſſent 


to the Judgment of Cardan, who, handling this 
Buſineſs of Witches and Witch-finders, obſerved 
it to be full of Covetouſneſs and Folly, as any 
one may read in his Book, de Varictate Rerum. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Arguments to prove, that there is no ſuch 
- Thing as a W1TCH inthe Scripture; and 
Argumente to prove, that there is no 


ſuch Thing as 4 WITCH ar all. 


Y this Time methinks ir plainly appears, 

out of the preceeding Diſcourſe, that tho 
Notion of a Witch, as it 1s taken now a Days, 
has no Foundation at all in Scripture ; but had its 
Original, or firſt Riſe, out of the heatheniſh 
Fables, and was afterwards improved by papal 
Impoſtures. Nevertheleſs to give farther Satis- 
faction, I ſhall produce ſome Arguments to prove, 
firft, That a Witch is not to be found in Scrip- 
ture: Secondly, That there is no ſuch Thing as 


2 Mitch at all. : 


Tux firſt Argument ſhall be taken from the 
Difference between our vulgarly reputed itches, 
and thoſe which our Tranſlators of the Bible call 
ſo; for whom I pray do our "Tranſlators call 
Witches, but the Kings and Queens and Princes 
of the Earth, as alſo the Prieſts and Philoſophers, 
and wiſe Men of this World > Whereas the 
Witches now a Days are poor, filly, contempt- 
1ble People; for inſtead of King gr ge and 
Queen Fe/avel, we now hear talk of this old 
Gammar, and that old Goody. It ſeems, the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs is quite altered in its Po- 
litics, and the Devil is not fo wiſe as ſome Men 
make him, if this Opinion of WITonCRATT 
be true. | 
Tre 


4627 


Tus ſecond Argument ſhall be taken from the 
Sadduces, a famous Sect among the Fews, who 
denied Spirits, and the Reſurrection of the Dead; 
yet had the five Books of Mo/es in Eſteem and 
Regard: Wherefore either they did not under- 
ſtand Hebrew, or if they did, the Notion of 
Witchcraft does not appear in My/es : And it this 
be once granted, I ſuppoſe the other Parts of the 
Bible will eaſily follow: But perhaps it may be 
ob jected, that the Sadduces were a Sect after 
the Captivity, which kept the Fews ſo long in 
Babylon, that they forgot their own Tongue 
and that the Fews after their Return into Fu- 
dea, poke not the Hebrew, but the vulgar H- 
ian. To this I anſwer, That when the Sect of 
Sadduces took its beginning is uncertain, and 
that however, the common People did forget the 
old Hebrew, yet the Prieſts did always preſerve 
its Knowledge. Now that Priefts themſelves 
were Saddaces is maniteſt, for even the High 
Prieſt 7o/eph Hyrcanus, was one of that Sect, as 
Jo/ephas reftifies, | 

Tus third and laſt Argument ſhall be taken 
from the different Practices aſcribed to our vuls 
garly ſuppoſed Witches, and unto thoſe in our 
Tranſlation of the Bible: For our modern Witches 
practiſe a ſecret occult Art, and it is a great Art 
to diſcover them by ſeveral ſtrange Signs and 
horrid Tortures : But thoſe whom our Tranſ= 
lators call W:tches in the Bible, where ſuch as 
practiſed what they did openly, and in the Face 
of the World, making public Proteſſions of their 
Art, which was, as I have already made appear; 
the counterfeit Art of Prophecying and working 
Miracles, Bur alas! had it been this miſterious 
Art of contracting with the Devil, and of uſing 
his Power, the Proteflors whereot are ſo clandeſtine 

in 


14 


in their Ways, that they can hardly be diſco- 
vered by various Scrutinies and Inquiries; how 
impoſſible a Thing had it been, for Saul to turn 
them all out of 1/rae), as we read he did, 1 Sam. 
xXxviii. This I am ſure of, a Proclamation now 
a Days ſet out to that Purpoſe, would avail 
nothing, and only ſerve to move the Laughter 
of thoſe who ſtood by to hear it. 

Ir then there be no ſuch Thing as a Witch in 
Scripture, I ſhall make uſe of that as the firſt 
Argument, to prove, that there is no ſuch Thing 
as a Witch at all. Nor let any one that abounds 
with Words, and his own Senſe, immediately 
cry out ; then there is no ſuch River as Thames, 
there is no ſuch Country as America, it ſilence in 
Scripture ſerves for an Argument. A Man may 
make ſuch Inſtances from Morning to Night, and 
make a great Noiſe to no Purpoſe ; and if there 
were no Difference between thoſe Things which 
lie quite beſides the Scope of the Scriptures No- 
tice, and thoſe Things which if they be true, 
the Scriptures could not be ſilent of, without the 
Charge of Imperfection. Let any one but read 
the Law of Moſes, and then ſeriouſly conſider, 
why it ſhould be ſo ſevere againſt inceſtuous and 
beaſtial Concubinage, and not ſo much as mention 
Diabolical. The Jews were forbid to meddle 
with ſtrange Women of other Nations, and ſhould 
there be no Caution given againſt their meddling 
with ſtrange Creatures, as it were of another 
World? Mark how curious the Law is in Mat- 
ters of Uncleanneſs, and ſhall an ordinary run- 
ning Iſſue be ſo much talk'd of, and no Mention 
made of Teats running with Blood and ſuck'd 
by Devils? Lay, That Law which by its Years 
of Jubilee, and ſeveral other Conſtitutions, pro- 


vided more againſt Oppreſſion and Cruelty than 
any 
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any othu Law in the World; that Law which 
ſo deteſted the Murther of Men, that it made 
them merciful ro their Neighbours Beaſts ; (1 
fay that Law) could never paſs over in Silence 
the cruel and abominable Actions of Witches 
againft both Man and Beaſt. Without queſtion 


it would have inflicted upon them the ſevereſt 


Puniſhments ; and for the Diſcovery of their ſe- 
cret and deviliſh Contracts, it would have laid 
down ſufficient Marks for 'Trial ; eſpecially ſince 
in a far leſs Matter of Adultery, it made Uſe of 
that horrible and amazing Trial by the bitter 
Water which cauſed the Curſe. 


Secondly, J argue from the miſerable Poverty 


of our vulgar reputed Witches, that they are 
wrongfully accuſed : For I am not willing to be- 
lieve, that they have ſuch a Power with the Devil, 
as to make Fon do wonderful Things at their 
command, when they never command him to 


fetch them Money, and to fetch them Bread; 
indeed in the Night-time he carries them I know 


not whither, and there they meet with great Va- 
riety of imaginary Mirth and Feaſting. Now 
ſuch as their Feaſt is, ſo is their WiTcucrarr, 
not real but imaginary, as only exiſting in the 
fooliſh Fancies ot Men. 1 

Ix the third Place, I charge thoſe who obſti- 
nately maintain that there are Witches either 
with Irrationality or Impiety ; for it is irrati- 
onal to think that the Devils are Creatures. 
full of Malice, and breathing nothing but 
Miſchief againſt the whole Race of Man, and 
that they ſuffer a Man to live, when they can 
ſo eaſily kill us at the Command of a Witch - 


Bur if you evade this by ſaying, that Devils can- 


not hurt us without God's Permiſſion ; then, I 
ſay, it is impious to concern the great God with 
2 WIren- 


1 
Wrrencrarr. It is true, indeed, he 15 ſend 
Death and Diſeaſes amongſt the Sons of Men, 
to puniſh them for their Sins at his own Plea- 
ſure ; but that he ſhould do ſo at the Deſire of 
the Devil, upon the Command of a Mitch, is 
ſuch a Gratification of Malice, as is far from God 
to perform. Calvin, in his Sermons on the two 
firſt Chapters of Job, takes a great deal of Pains 
to explode this Opinion of God's Permiſſion, 
and ſhews by ſeveral Examples of Ab/olam, A.- 
hab and Nebuchadne gar, that God does not 
barely permit, but orders and determines the 
Actions of Devils and wicked Men, affirming, 
that if Aﬀes could ſpeak, they would ſpeak wi- 
ſer than thoſe Men who talk of God's permit- 
ting : Nor will he grant, that God afflicted 

ob. upon Satan's Requeſt, but becauſe he him- 
elf had fo determined to 'try 7ch's Patience. 

Laftly, The Vanity and Falſity of their Opi- 
nion, who believe there are Vitehes, appears 
from nothing more than from this, that it aſcribes 
unto the Devil an omnipotent Power; inſomuch 
that no rational Man, by the Light of Reaſon, 
ſhall be able to tell from the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel, whether Chriſt was a Witch or no; for 
let ſome Men think what they pleaſe, the Holi- 
neſs of his Doctrine is not ſo much a Proof of 
his acting by Divine Power as the Miracles he 
wrought. Bur alas ! what were his Miracles, or 
how were they to valued, if malicious Creatures, 
without a Divine Commiſſion enabling them there- 
to, can make Frogs and Serpents, raiſe the Dead, 
give Law to the Winds and Seas; to mention no 

more of thoſe prodigious Works afcribed to De- 
vils, upon the Account of WrTTcuxcrarT? 
For my Part, I believe that Devils are aerial 
Creatures ; and thongh they may have more Skill, 
| Agility, 
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Agility, and Strength than Men, yet that they 
act as Men do, by applying of natural Agents 
and Patients to one another in this ſublunary 


World: But as for the World Ætherial and Cœ- 


leſtial, I ſuppoſe they have no Power there; 
conſequently, that in Spight of them the Wind 
bloweth where it liſteth, and that the Seaſons of 
the Year, as alſo the Fruits of the Earth, are 
neither promoted nor hindered by them, but im- 
mediately depend upon the Motions and mu- 
tual Aſpects of the glorious Celeſtial Stars that 
are no Way obnoxious to Diabolical Powers: 
They who think otherwiſe, let them conſider 
how near they approach to the Opinion of the 


Perſiaus, who held there were two great Beings; 


both Almighty, both at mutual and perpetual 
War; one, the Author of all Good, the other, 
of all Evil: The good Principle they called Oro- 
maſdes, and the evil one Arimanius Of the 
{ame Opinion were the Egyptians, as appears 
by O/ris and Typhon ; from them Pythagoras con- 
veyed it to Greece, Ina Word, the whole Hea- 


then World ſeems to have been infected with 


this Conceit, believing infernal as well as ſupet- 
nal Gods; and therefore they had Sacrifices, a8 
well to appeaſe the Anger, and to avert the 
Miſchiets of the one, as to propitiate and pro- 
cure the Bleſſings of the other. Nor can thoſe 
Chriſtians be excuſed from the ſame Infection, 
who upon the Account of WI TCAHCRATT, atttri- 
bute Omnipotency to the Devil ; for what leſs 
| do they believe concerning the Prince of the De- 
vils, and of his Power? If, according to them, 
he can command the Influence of the Sun, and 


govern the Motion of the Stars ; if he can open 


the Bowels of the Earth, and cauſe the Va- 
pours to aſcend in Clouds ,into the Middle Re- 
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gion of the Air, and thence again deſcend upon 
the Earth in Thunder and Lightning, and violent 
Storms; if he can transform Men and Women 
into Cats, and if he can create Frogs and Ser- 
pents? A | 
Wurxtroxe I conclude, it was a very ſeaſon- 
able Decree made by the Council of Ancyra, more 
antient than the Nicene Council; wherein they 
declared, to all Chriftians, the Heatheniſhneſs of 
this Beliet and Opinion: Their Words are theſe : 
«* Illud etiam non eſt omittendum, quod quo- 
« dam ſceleratz mulieres retro poſt ſatanam con- 
<« yerſz, dæmonum illuſionibus & phantaſmati- 
© bus ſeductæ, eredunt & profitentur, ſe noc- 
ce turnis horis, cum Diana Paganorum Dea, vel 
e cum Herodiade, & innumerà multitudine mu- 
© herum, equitare ſuper quaſdam beſtias, & 
de multa terrarum ſpatia intempeſtæ noctis ſpa- 
ce tio pertranſire, ejuſq; juſſionibus velut Do- 
« minæ obedire, & certis noctibus ad ejus ſer- 
« vitium exvocari: Sed untinam hæ ſolæ in ſua 
ce perfidia periiſſent, & non multos ſecum in in- 
« fidelitatis interitum pertraxiſſent: Nam in- 
c numera multitudo hac falſa Opinione decep- 
ce ta, hæc vera eſſe credit, & credendo 4 rel 
re fide deviat, & in errcre Paganorum revolvi- 
tur, cum aliquid divinitatis aut numminis ex- 
* tra unum Deum arbitratur. Quapropter ſa- 
© cerdotos per Eccleſias ſibi commiſſas, populo 
ce omni inftantia- prædicare debent, ut noverint 
e hæc omnimodis efle falſa, & non a Divino 
*c ſed a maligno ſpiritu talia phantaſmata, men- 
tibus fidelium irrogari. Siquidem ipſe Sata- 
nus qui transfigurar ſe in Angelum lucis, cum 
mentem cujuſq; mulierculz cæperit, & hanc 
ſibi per infidelitatem ſubjugaverit, illico 
<< transformat ſe in diverſarum perſonarum ſpe- 
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cies atq; ſimitudines, & mentem quam capti- 
cc yam tenet in ſomnis deludens, modo læta, mo- 
c do triſtia, modo cognitas, modo incognitas per- 
ce ſonas oftendens, per devia quaq; deducit. Et 
© cum ſolus ſpiritus hoc patitur, Infidelis mens 


A 
A 


ce hoc non in animo, ſed in corpore opinatur eve- 


ce nire. Quis enim non in ſomnis & nocturnis 
« viſionibus extra ſe educitur, & multa videt 
& dormiendo, quæ nunquam viderat vigilando. 
« Quis vero tam ſtultus & hebes eſt, qui hæc om- 
«© nia quæ in ſolo ſpiritu ſunt, etiam in corpore 
cc accidere arbitretur; cum Ezechiel Propheta 
« viſionis Domini in ſpiritu, non in corpore, vi- 
ce dit? Et Johannes Apoſtolus Apocalypſis, Sa- 
cc cramentum in ſpiritu, non in corpore, vidit, 
«© & audivit, ſicut ipſi dicit, ſtatim inquit fui in 
ce ſpiritu. Et Paulus non audet dicere fe rap- 
ce tum in corpore. Omnibus itaq; publice an- 
ce nunciandum eſt, quod qui talia & his ſimilia 
ce credit, fidem perdit; & qui fidem rectam in 
Domino non habet, hic non eſt ejus, ſed illius 
& in quem credit, 1d eſt, Diaboli. Nam de Do- 
mino noſtro ſcriptum eſt, Omnia per ipſum 
ce facta ſunt. Quiſquis ergo eredit poſſe fieri 
aliquam creaturam, aut in melius, aut in dete- 
4 rius immutari, aut transformari in aliam ſpe- 
tc ciem vel ſimilitudinem, niſi ab ipſo Creatore 
« qu1 omnia fecit, & per quem omnia facta ſunt, 
« procul dubio infidelis eſt, & Pagano deterior **. 
It is true, indeed, the Pontifical Authors make a 
great Stir in their Anſwers to this Decree of the 
Ancyran Council; ſometimes endeavouring to 
evade its Force with their abſurd Interpreta- 
tions, ſometimes to throw Dirt into the Face of 
the Council, as if it was not to be regarded: 
But Alciat, in his Parerga ingeniouſly confeſſes, 
that in theſe Anſwers, Nec Cælum, nec Terram 

attingunt, 
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attingunt, they had neither Head nor Tail. And, 
which is more to be wondered at, Martin Del- 
rio, the Jeſuir is in this Point ſo ingenuous as to 
diſſent from Baronius, who judges that this Coun- 
cil was held at Rome under Damaſcus, in the 
Days of St. Hierom e Delrio, for ſundry Reaſons, 
believing it to have been really held at Ancyra, 
the Metropolis of Galatia, according to the com- 
mon Aſſertion of thoſe who collected the antient 
Canons. | 

Now this Decree of the Lucyran Council 
was the more ſeaſonable, in regard that a little 
before, Manes or Manichens, had ſpread abroad 
the Chriſtian World, that old Heatheniſh Doc- 
trine of the two Principles, one of Good, and 
the other of Evil; and it is remarkable, thar 
Witches and Manicheans are coupled together, 
by the Emperors Diocleſian and Maximian, in 
their Reſcript to Julian the Proconſul of Afri- 
ca, de Maleficis & Manicheis, as it is cited out 
of the Gregorian Code by Ryffinus in his Colla- 
tion of the Fewiſp with the Roman Laws. A- 
bout 100 Years after, and ſomewhat more, Pri/- 
cilian and his Followers did, in a great Mea- 
ſure, embrace the Doctrine of Adanes ; inſo- 
much, that in the Year 563, there was a Coun- 
cil held at Bracara, a Town of Gallicia in Spain, 
againſt the Priſcilianiſts. In the Decrees of 
this Council, Mares and Friſcilian are frequent- 
ly joined together, for their fooliſh Conceits con- 
cerning the Power of the Devil or evil Principle, 
but eſpecially they have one Decree very conſi- 
derable to our preſent Purpoſe, wherein they 
anathematize all thoſe who believe that the De- 
vil can make any Creature, or ſo much as raiſe 
Storms and 'Tempeſts, by his own Authority or 
Power. The Words are theſe : & us * 

| quo 
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quod aliquantas in mundo creaturas Diabolus 
fecerit, & tonitrua, & fulgura, & tempeſtates, 
ſiccites, ipſe Diabolus y autoritate faciat, 
cut Priſcilianus dixit, Anathema fit > Where- 
fore if the Devil cannot raiſe Thunder and Light- 
ning and Tempeſts by his own Power, he did no 
more in the Caſe of Fob, than Hliab, or any 
mortal Man may do, when he receives a Com- 
miſſion from God. Hence I infer, that the Doc- 
trine of WxTCcucRAFT, magnifying the Diabo- 


lical Power beyond its due Proportion, ſavours 


roo rankly of Priſcilian and Manes, and the 
Heathen World. | 


. 
— 
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CHAP. V. 
An Anſwer to their Arguments, who en» 


deavour to prove there are WITCHES, 


what theſe Men can ſay for themſelves, 


. ND now it is worth while to conſider, 


who ſo obſtinately maintain there are Witches + 


For they being on the affirmative Part, are bound 
by the Laws of Diſputation, to prove what they 
affirm ; and it is ſufficient for their Adverſaries 
to conſute their Proofs: But alaſs! theſe Men 
are generally Ignorant of the Hiſtory of Ages 
that are gone and paſt, and of the Scriptures alſo, 
as to what concerns the Queſtion in hand: 
Wherefore they are wont to wave Arguments, 
and to cry out, this is a Queſtion not to be diſ- 
puted on, in regard it is a Matter of Fact, and 
conſequently the Object of Senſe, not of Reaſon. 
Thus when they are got to their Caſtle of De- 
fence, they make a great Noiſe, and cry out ** 

the 
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the unreaſonableneſs of thoſe Men, who will not 
believe what ſo many worſhipful Perſons in the 
World have heard and ſeen. And what is that 
I pray? Why they have heard "Trumpets ſound, 
and Drums bear, when neither Trumpeter nor 
Drummer have been near the Place. 'They have 
ſeen Chairs and Stools move up and down a 
Room, when No- body touch'd them, and many 
other Things as ftrange. Thus will they tell 
Stories of this Nature from Morning to Night 
if you pleaſe, though when they have done, they 
ſay nothing to the Purpoſe. For {uppoſe, that 
all theſe Stories were unqueſtionably true, yet 
they would not ſuffice to prove WriTcacrarr : 
L conteſs indeed, they would evince the Being 
of Spirits, which ſome Men will not deny, tho' 
they cannot believe it, for it is one Thing to 
donbt, and another to deny : But how do the 
Affirmers of WrTcacrarr go about to prove, 
that any Man or Woman 1s intereſted ip the de- 
viliſh Pranks above-mentioned 2 Why truly by 
telling ſuch Stories as theſe ; namely, that Per- 
ſons tormented by Devils have falling into Fits, 
at the Sight, or upon the Touch of ſuſpected 
Witches: As alſo, that Perſons thus tormented, 
have ſeen the ſuſpected Witches in this or that 
Place of the Room, where No-body elſe could 
ſee any Thing at all; that the Standers-by have 
ſtruck with Swords and Knives at the Places 
where the Witches were ſaid to be, and the be- 
witched Perſons have cried out ; that the Witches 
were wounded in ſuch, and ſuch Parts of their 
Bodies, tho' their Bodies were then many Miles 
diſtant; and that ſome immediately, going to 
their Habit ations to ſee, have found it true. 

Now here it is to be obſeryed, that theſe 


Kind of Stories are very different from thoſe 
which 
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which I ſaid before did evince to ſome People the 
Being of Spirits, and are founded partly in the 
juggling Deluſions of confederated Impoſtors, 
partly again in the Errors or ridiculous Miſtakes 
of vulgar Rumours: Juſt as it was once confi- 
dently reported, that the City of Lendon was at- 
tempted to be a ſecond Time burnt with a Fire- 
Ball, when a poor Link-Boy by knocking his 


Link, had left Part of its Flames blazing at a 


Door. Nevertheleſs, that I may not be too ſtrict 
with my Adverſaries, and to do them a Courteſ 
merely for the Diſputation ſake, I care not if 
grant, that ſome of theſe Stories are true, namely, 
that there have been Perſons vexed by Devils at 
the Sight, or upon the Touch of ſuſpected 
Witches, and quiet when they were parted ; for 
tho' I ſhould grant this, I ſee no Reaſon yet to 
grant, that there are Witches, but rather to con- 
clude, that theſe Spirits, who are ſo frolickſome 
in doing us Miſchief, when they perceive Per- 
ſons ſuſpected to have ſet them at Work, may 
on Purpoſe ſo manage their malicious Tricks, as 
to confirm the Suſpicion, promote the Accuſa- 
tion, procure the e e of theſe miſer- 
able Wretches, and then may count this the 
Cream of their malicious Jeſts, or the Height of 
their Frolick, to ſee poor innocent People hang'd. 
Now this Anſwer of mine, altho' it be needleſs, 
and ex abundanti, is far more eaſie and uncon- 
ſtrained, than any Thing that the contrary Opi- 
nion ſhall anſwer to thoſe Objections, which may 
be made againſt that abſurd and ridiculous Con- 
ceit of wounding the Bodies of Witches at many 
_ Miles Diſtance. 55 
AGcain, they are wont to ſay for the Proof of 
WrirTcrcrarr, that immediately upon the, 
Thbreatning or Curling, _ by this or that * 
| on 
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ſon, ſuch an Accident has happened to the Per- 
ſon ſo threatened or curſed. pole Men would 
do well to conſider, that this World has ſtood 
many thouſand Years, and is of vaſt Extent, 
containing many Countries and Nations full of 
Men, and with divers Intereſts and Paſſions; 
wherefore it is not to be wondered at, if there 
has happened in it a notable Concurrence of 
Events. It is certain, that poor old People when 
they are abuſed by the inſulting Petulancy of 
others, being unable to right themſelves either at 
Law, or at Combat, for Want of Money or 
Strength of Body, do oftentimes vent the Paſſion 
of their diſcontented Souls in Threats and Curſes. 
It is alſo certain, that many Men troubled with 
Diſeaſes of the Head, or Diſeaſes of the Heart, 
do ſeem to be in perfect Health, and yet fall 
down dead on a ſudden. Now if theſe two Acci- 
dents ſhould meet together, I ſhould ſee nothing 
but what 1s natural, nor ſhould I cry out upon 
the Devil and WriTcack Arr. 

Bur methinks I hear ſome Men object, and 
ſay with a great deal of Vehemence and Confi- 
dence; what need there be any Diſpute about 
theſe Stories, ſince Perſons themſelves have con- 
feſſed their own Witcucrarr? And can there 
be any Thing plainer than Self-Confeſſion. 

To this I anſwer, that the wiſeſt Men in the 
World, may by Impriſonment and Torture be 
brought to confeſs any Thing, whether true or 
falſe; as many miſerable Creatures confeſſing 
themſelves Witches, have had their Confeſſions 
extorted from them, by ſuch curſed Means : 
Beſides, I do not doubt, but ſome poor, filly, 
melancholic old Wretches have really believed 
themſelves Witches, and to be Guilty of thoſe 
Actions, which not only their fooliſh 2 
; ut 
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but Men of Credit and Worſhip in the World 
have charged them with. Nor is it to be won- 


dered at by any one who conſiders the ſtrange 


Effe cts of Melancholy, eſpecially if it has been 
heightened by Poverty or Want of good Diet, 
by Ignorance, Solitarineſs, and old Age: For that 
ſuch Kind of People take their very Dreams to 
be real Viſions and Truths, I am ſure, not only 
by Conſequences drawn from their Actions re- 
ported in Books; but by the Experience alſo of 
my own Acquaintance. The Truth is Want of 
Knowledge in the Art of Phyſic, makes Men at- 
tribute to Spirits mere natural Diſtempers : Nay, 
Phyſicians themſelves, who have commendably 
laboured in Anatomy - and Chymiſtry, perhaps 
have added little or nothing to the Diagnoſtic Part 
of Diſeaſes ſo happily began by Hippocrates - 
Hence it is, that we are {ſtill in the Dark, as to 
the abſtruſer Diſtempers of human Bodies, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as ariſe from Melancholy; which are 
of ſo many Sorts, and have ſuch wonderful 
Effects, that whoſoever ſhould rightly deſcribe 
them, and make them plainly manifeſt, he would 
diſcover to us an unknown World ſull of unheard 
of and prodigious Monſters. 

Trvs I have ſufficiently anſwered the moſt 
material Objections, not thinking it worth while 
to inſiſt upon every Trifle, ſuch as this is. Why, 
ſome Men will ſay, Do you not believe That 
which ſo many thouſand wiſe Men in the World 
have believed? Surely they conld not all be de- 
ceived : By ſuch a Queſtion as this a Man pro- 
claims his own Folly ; for are not the various 
Religions that have been in the World, more 
than enough to convince one, how abſurd and 
ridiculous the wiſeſt of Men are in Matters of 


Opinion or Belief. | | TOs 
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How the Opinion of WITCHES came at firſt 
into the World, © = 


Y this Time methinks I cannot chaſe but 
wonder at the ſpreading of this fooliſh Opi- 
mon amongſt Men, and its taking Root in their 
Minds: But then again, I ceaſe to wonder when 
I confider with myſelf, that ſome Men are 
Knaves, others Fools, and that all Men have Fear 


implanted in them by Nature, fear the very 


ſtrongeſt of all Paſſions ; for altho' it is an im- 
1 Saying and Irrational, that Fear was the firſt 
hing which brought Gods into the World, yet 
Jam apt to believe, it firſt of all brought in theſo 
omnipotent Devils, that contract with Witches - 
For melancholic Perſons being exceeding timo- 
rous by Nature, and of exceeding ſtrong Ima- 
1 upon ſeeing or hearing of any fright- 
ul Thing, they are very prone to troubleſome 
Dreams, and apt to create ſtrange Apparitions 
in their own Brains; which Dreams and Appari- 
tions, no Man in the World ſhall perſuade them to 
the contrary, but that they are real Truths, eſpe- 
cially if their Melancholy be exceſſive, and bor- 
der upon Madneſs: Add hereto, that other Men 
not addicted to Melancholy, may upon ſundry 
Occaſions meet with Apparitions; namely, ſome- 
times when they are Sick of Fevers, ſometimes 
when their Minds have been poſſeſſed, and theit 
Imaginations wrought upon by frightful Stories; 
and ſometimes again, when their Eyes being 
weak, they walk in a thick Air towards ee" 
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by the Water Side. Not to mention thoſe Diſ- 
turbances which may ariſe in Mens Fancies from 
an inordinate Diet, either Quantity or Quality, 
and from ſundry other Irregularities, it being 
eaſy for a Man to be troubled with the Night- 
Mare betore he ſhall be able to get ſound aſleep, 
if he goes into a cold Bed, when his Body is 
{tiff with Cold, 

Now that theſe and many other like Occa- 
ſions did oftentimes preſent Apparitions to Men, 
was well enough known to thoſe who governed 
the antient World, eſpecially the Eaſtern Parts 
thereof, for they were wiſe Politicans, famous in 
their Generations, and very well experienced in 
the Nature of Man: Wherefore knowing how 
furious and head- ſtrong a Beaſt the Multitude 


is, not to be dealt with, unleſs you come, as it 


were on their blind Side, that is, unleſs you 
take them by the weakeſt Part, and lay hold on 
their Paſſion of Fear; I ſay, knowing this, they 
promoted. theſe Fears of the People, and 1m- 
proved them for the Deſigns of Government, 
Hence it came to paſs, that whatſover was ex- 
traordinary in Nature, and apt to aftoniſh, they 
aſcribed to theſe Apparitions or Spirits: Name- 
ly, in the ſtarry Heavens, the Eclipſes of the 
Sun and Moon, Thunder and Lightning in the 
Clouds, peſtilential Seaſons, and Seaſons of Fa- 
mine here below, and alſo the moſt hideous Diſ- 
eaſes, whether they were ſtrange kind of Tu- 
mors in the Body, or Convulſion Fits, or ſeveral 
Sorts of Madneſs, and the like: For the reme- 
dying of which diſaſtrous Accidents, and the 
taking away of their malignant Effects, many 
Charms or Spells were ordained, many exorci- 
ſing or conjuring Prayers were invented ; 1n a 
Word, many religious Rites and Ceremonies of 
vet: 15 * Worſhip 


— . TEES Rev 


(42) 

Worſhip were inſtituted, with a World of Va- 
riety and Fancy. The Egyptians, that antient + 
and wiſe People, the very Fathers of Learning, 
had a Reſpect to theſe Kinds of Spirits in their 
public Worſhip, as may be gathered from Plu- 
tarch in his Treatiſe concerning the Decay of 
Oracles, where he brings in this Conſideration of 
their religious Rites, as a probable Argument 
that they were the firſt Opiners of Dzmons ; I 
mean, the firſt that brought in the Opinion of 
the Exiſtence of Devils. | 

IN Proceſs of Time theſe Actions of the Prieſts, 
and grand Politicians of the World, began to 
be imitated by private Perſons, not only Men, 
but Women alſo, ſuch as the who dwelt at En- 
dor ; what will not ſome attempt to do, when 
a neceſſitous Poverty torments them with a 
greedy Deſire of Gain? Theſe kind of ſhirking 
People, a Generation of impudent Liars, Moun- 
tebanks in Divinity and Phyſic, have all along 
peſtered the Ages in which they lived. Hippo- 
crates treating te izghs vb, or the Falling Sick- 
neſs, has excellently well deſcribed the knaviſh 
Impoſtures of ſome in his Time, who to cloak 
their Ignorance of that Diſeaſe, pretended it 
came immediately from the Hand of God, and 
therefore was to be cured with certain Expia- 
tions and Charms. Theſe Men, he ſays, had no- 
thing but God in their Mouths, and yet, not- 
withſtanding this Holineſs, they baſely deluded 
the People with Magick Cheats; ſo alſo did 
the Heathen Divines, I mean their pretended Phi- 
loſophers, Men full of Words and Beards, who 
for the Love of Gain, and a Croud of Diſciples, 
would frequently make ſhew of I know not what 
ſublime Kind of Knowledge and intimate Ac- 
quaintance with the Deity, by Virtue _ 
5 they 
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they would undertake to charm and exorciſe 
the evil Spirits. Lucian, in his Dialogue, enti- 
tuled ,, Lovers of Lies, makes very 
good Sport with theſe Kind of Knaves. | 
Now when Hunger and Covetouſneſs had en- 
gaged private Perſons in ſuch Kind of Actions as 
the Prieſts were engaged in, out of Policy, they 
could not endure to ſee their Office invaded, and 
therefore did declare to the World, that all ſuch as 
invaded ſacred Things, contrary to the due Rites 
and Ceremonies of Religion, were ſo far from any 
Communion with the 2 that they were ra- 
ther abandoned by them, and expoſed to the 
Society of evil Spirits; by which Converſation 
they became full of Malice, and all Sorts of 
Vice and Miſchief, like the Devils, with whom 
they converſed ; for that this was the Aſſertion 
of the antient Chaldzan Prieſts, is evident in 
that Treatiſe of Famblichus, which treats of the 
Miſteries of the Egyptians, Chaldeans and A. 
ſyprians. And thus, I ſuppoſe, I have given 
a true Account of the Riſe and Origin of 

WITCHCRAFT. | 
Bur howſoever this Opinion of Witches might 
probably take its firſt Riſe in the Eaſtern Parts, 
1t quickly alſo came into the Weſt, and there 
at length it very much prevailed, by Reaſon of 
the Platonic Philoſophers ; For theſe Men be- 
ing addicted to fabling and allegorizing, be- 
came ſo vain as to turn, by an over-weening Cre- 
dulity, their Fables and Metaphors into Reality. 
I confeſs this Doctrine of theirs, that Knowledge 
and Virtue are the two Things which purity 
the Soul of Man, and bring it into a Godlike 
Perfection, is Praiſe-worthy: Asal ſo on the con- 
trary, that Vice and Ignorance corrupt Meg with 
a Diabolical and Beſtial Pravity : Nevertheleſs 
tis 
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tis not to be endured, that ſuch Similitudes 
as theſe ſhould be the Ground of aſſerting ſome 
Mens Viſions and frequent Conferences with the 
Gods, other Mens Aſſociations and Confederacy 
with Devils : For my Part, I can fee no Dit- 
ference berween the Actions of the Philoſophi- 
cal Heathen Prieſts, and the Magician or Mitch, 
but only this, that che one had Law or Au- 
thority on his Side, the other had not. This 
is ſo maniteſt, that Valentiniau and Valery 
though Chriftian Emperors were fain to gra- 
tify the greater Part of their Subjects, be- 
ing Heathens, by making a Law wherein they 
did vindicate the Religion of their Anceſ- 
tors, that is, the Heathen, from the foul ACſ- 
perſion of Witchcraft, This Law may be found 
in the Theodo/jan Code, though it is left out in 
that of Juſtinian. 

Is a Word, whoſoever ſhall read the Na- 
tonic Writings, he ſhall find them full of con- 
fident Diſcourſe about that which they did not 
anderſtand, concerning the Gods, Dzmons, and 
Spirits of Men : Much do they talk of a Fami- 
liar Spirit which every Man hath, calling it ſome- 
times the ? e-, ſometimes 5 ovver, ſometimes 
; the 5 e nudas Autjhov, Nor is it to be Won 
dered at, if Chriſtian Authors have too much 
exceeded on ſuch Subjects; in regard *tis 
well enough known how much the Primitive 
Chriſtians admired the Platonic Sect. Nor is 
it unlikely, that in their frequent Exorciſings 
and Conjurations, they did but imitate the 
Platonics, who themſelves did therein but tread 
the Steps of the antient Egyptian Prieſts : A- 
mongſt whom it was uſual to conjure the De- 
vils with ſtrange kind of Threats, namely, that 
if they would not do as the Prieſts would have 
455 | them, 
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them, they would threaten to tear the Heavens 
aſunder, and to reveal the Secret of Vis, with 
other 'Threats of the like Nature ; as may be ſeen 
in the aforeſaid Treatiſe of Famblicus. 
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CHAP, VIL 
The CONCLUSION: 


HUS I have in the firſt Place ſhewn that 
there is no ſuch Thing as a Witch in 
Scripture. Secondly, That it took its 1 
from Heathen Fables. 7; m__ That it was at- 
terwards improved by Papal Impoſtures. In the 
fourth Place, I have produced ſeveral Arguments 
againſt the Affirmers of Wriccuckarr. Fifthly, 
I have anſwered their Arguments to the con- 
trary. Sixthly and /aftly, I have endeavoured to 
ſhew by what Means this Opinion of Witches 
came into the World ; all which I have handled 
ſuccinctly, pointing as it were at the Heads of 
Things, and leaving it to ſome abler . Pen, to 
handle the Queſtion more at large: A Thing 
which is very uſeful to be done ; for if the 
Doctrine of WiTcxcrarr ſhould be carried up 
to a Heighth, and the Inquiſition after it ſhould 
be entruſted in the Hands of ambitious, cove- 
tous and malicious Men, it would prove of 
far mote fatal Conſequence to the Liyes and 
Safety of Mankind, than that antient Hea- 
theniſh Cuſtom of facrificing Men to Idol 
Gods; inſomuch, that was it not for the pre- 
ſent Interpoſition of the Legiſlative Power, we 
ſhould have ſtood in need of another Hercules 
Liberator, 
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Liberator, to have travelled from Country to 
Country, and by his all-commanding Authority, 
free it from the baſe and evil Cuſtom of tortur- 
ing People to conteſs themſelves Witches, and 
then burning them after ſuch extorted Confeſſions. 
Happy for many poor Wretches in Great Bri- 
tain, that they may now live without the Ap- 
prehenſions of thoſe Tortures, which, in Coun- 
tries of leſs Freedom and more Ignorance, are 
{111 exerciſed in the moſt ſtupid and cruel Man- 
ner: As a Proof of which j ſhall beg Leave to 
tranſcribe a Paragraph from an“ ingenious Paper 
I have already mentioned, the Authors of 
which fay it was taken from the Daily Courant 
of September the 6th, 1728. 

« LeTTERs from Segedia in Hungary of the 
c 26th of Faly, import, that ſeveral Perſons of 
*© both Sexes, convicted of Witchcraft, have 
* been condemned to be burnt there: but be- 
*© tore they were executed, they put them upon 
the two following Trials, according to the 
« Cuſtom of the Country; the firſt was to tie 
ce their Hands and Feet and throw them into 

© the Water, who, as Sorcerers uſed to do, 
© {ſwam above Water like a Piece of Wood; 
< after which they were put into Scales, when 
c 1t appeared that a large Woman weighed but 
an Qunce ; and her Husband, who was ſome- 
« what leſs, but five. Drams, and the others 
<< were {till lighter, whereupon they were burnt 
* alive the 23d of the {aid Month, upon three 
<« large Heaps of Wood, having Poſts ſer up in 
e the Middle, to which thoſe miſerable Wretches 
© were tied. There was among them a Mid- 
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« wife who had baptized two thouſand Children 
cc jn the Name of the Devil; and a Man of 
cc eighty-two Years, who was formerly a Judge 
ec of that Town. - | 

CrxTAINLY the Blood of Men ought not to 
be ſo cheap, nor fo eaſily to be ſhed, by ſuch 
who under the Name of God, gratify exorbi- 
tant Paſſions and ſelfiſh Ends; for without Queſ- 
tion, under this fide Heaven, there is nothing 
ſo ſacred as the Lite of Man, for the Preſervation 
whereof all Policies or Forms of Government, all 
Laws and Magiſtrates, are moſt eſpecially or- 
dained ; and herein is the Goodneſs and Wiſdom 
of our preſent Legiſlators ſhewn. 
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